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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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1 )I2 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 28 November 2000 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1 1-29, 42-55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Theimer et al. ( USPN 5,61 1 ,050 (hereafter referred to as Theimer). 

3. Regarding claim 1 1 , Theimer taught a method in a computer for providing 
information about a current state that is modeled with multiple state attributes, at least 
some of the state attributes having values that are requested by client-sources to be 
used for generating values of other state attributes (abstract), the method comprising: 

receiving a request from a first client for a value of a first of the state attributes 
(column 8, lines 62-67, column 9, lines 1-2); 

determining a client-source able to generate and supply the requested value of 
the first state attribute by using a value of at least one other state attribute (column 9, 
lines 9-14); 

requesting the client-source to supply the requested value of the first state 
attribute (column 9, lines 24-29); and 

during generating of the requested value of the first state attribute by the client- 
source, monitoring requests from the client-source for values of one or more indicated 
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state attributes needed for the generating of the requested value of the first state 
attribute (column 10, lines 56-63); 

monitoring other requests for values of indicated state attributes needed for 
generating values of state attributes that are indicated in previously monitored requests 
(column 11, lines 16-34); and 

when it is determined that a state attribute indicated in one of the monitored 
requests is the first state attribute, indicating a presence of a circular reference during 
the generating of the requested value of the first state attribute (column 10, lines 56-63). 

4. Regarding dependent claim 12, Theimer taught the value of the indicated first 
state attribute that is requested in the one monitored request is needed for generating a 
value of another state attribute (column 8, lines 62-67), and 

wherein the indicating of the presence of the circular reference includes halting 
the generating of the value of the another state attribute (column 12, lines 52-64). 

5. Regarding dependent claim 1 3, Theimer taught the value of the indicated first 
state attribute that is requested in the one monitored request is needed for generating a 
value of another state attribute (column 8, lines 62-67), and including: 

after the determining that the state attribute indicated in the one monitored 
request is the first state attribute, determining a manner of generating the value of the 
another state attribute without needing the value of the first state attribute; and 
facilitating the generating of the value of the first other state attribute in the determined 
manner (column 11, lines 16-34). 
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6. Regarding dependent claim 14, Theimer taught in the value of the indicated first 
state attribute that is requested in the one monitored request is needed for generating a 
value of another state attribute, and including: 

after the determining that the state attribute indicated in the one monitored 
request is the first state attribute, determining an alternate state attribute whose value 
can replace a need for the value of the another state attribute; and facilitating a 
generating of the value of the alternate state attribute (column 12, lines 16-51). 

7. Regarding dependent claim 1 5, Theimer taught the received request from the 
first client additionally indicates that the client-source is to be the source of the 
requested first state attribute value (column 8, lines 62-67, column 9, lines 1-2), and 
wherein the determining of the client-source is based on the receiving of the indication . 
(column 16, lines 26-35). 

8. Regarding dependent claim 16, Theimer taught including, before the requesting 
of the client-source to supply the requested value of the first state attribute, determining 
whether a previously obtained value satisfies a criteria for the requested value, and 
wherein the requesting is performed only when it is determined that the previously 
obtained value does not satisfy the criteria (column 21, lines 1-14). 

9. Regarding dependent claim 7, Theimer taught including receiving the value of the 
first state attribute from the client-source and supplying the received value to the first 
client (column 11, lines 16-34). 

1 0. Regarding dependent claim 1 8, Theimer taught including determining whether a 
requested value of an indicated state attribute is needed for the generating of a value of 
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another state attribute that is indicated in one of the monitored requests based on an 
identifier related to the generating of the first state attribute value that is included in the 
request (column 22, lines 48-67). 

1 1 . Regarding dependent claim 1 9, Theimer taught the multiple state attributes 
represent information about a user of the computer (column 8, lines 1 1-27). 

12. Regarding dependent claim 20, Theimer taught the represented information 
reflects a modeled mental state of the user (column 10, lines 20-38). 

1 3. Regarding dependent claim 21 , Theimer taught the multiple state attributes 
represent information about the computer (column 7, lines 24-30). 

14. Regarding dependent claim 22, Theimer taught the multiple state attributes 
represent information about a physical environment (column 7, lines 24-30). 

15. Regarding dependent claim 23, Theimer taught the multiple state attributes 
represent information about a cyber-environment of a user of the computer (column 8, 
lines 29-37). 

1 6. Regarding dependent claim 24, Theimer taught receiving of the requested value 
by the first client prompts the first client to present information to a user of the first client 
(column 1 1 , lines 16-34). 

17. The language of the remaining claims is substantially the same as previously 
rejected claims 1 1-24, above. Therefore, the remaining claims are rejected on the same 
rationale as previously rejected claims 1 1-24, above. 
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Conclusion 



1 8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Patrice Winder whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3935. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 10:30 am-7:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Valencia Martin-Wallace can be reached on 571-272-6159. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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